


 
 
 
 

 
2026 INTERNATIONAL TABLE TENNIS FEDERATION COUNCIL MEETING 

 
The 2026 ITTF Council Meeting of the International Table Tennis Federation will be held in London, UK, in a hybrid 

format on Saturday, 2nd May 2026, starting at 09h00 GMT+1 (Greenwich Mean Time +1). 
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AGENDA 
 

1. President’s Welcome and Opening Address 

2. Roll Call 

3. Confirmation of the Agenda 

4. Confirmation of the Minutes of the ITTF Council Meeting held on 26th May 2025 in Doha, Qatar 

5. Annual reports of the Athletes Commission and Commissioners 

5.1 Athletes’ Commission 

5.2 Technical Commissioner 

5.3 Gender and Diversity Commissioner 

5.4 Youth Commissioner  

6. Appointment of new Members to the Audit and Finance Committee 

7. Appointment of Committee Chairs 

8. Size of Committees 2027-2029 

9. Propositions and Resolutions 

9.1 General Propositions and Resolutions 

9.2 Competition Playing Systems 

10. Competition Updates 

10.1 World Title Events 

10.2 World Youth Events 

10.3 World Masters Events 

10.4 Para Table Tennis 

10.5 World Cups 

10.6 Dakar 2026 

11. Election of the ITTF World Masters Championships 2027 and 2028 hosts 

12. Election of the ITTF World Youth Championships 2027 and 2028 hosts 

13. Next ITTF Council Meeting 

14. Any Other Business 

15. Adjournment 

 

https://documents.ittf.sport/document/392


 

2026 ITTF Council Meeting  2/32 London, UK, Saturday 2nd May 2026 

CO-CHAIRS OF THE ATHLETES COMMISSION (Sharath Kamal ACHANTA and LIU Shiwen) 
Report to the ITTF Council               Document G-01 

1. Introduction 

Throughout 2025, the Athletes’ Commission (AC) continued its work to represent the voice of 
players within the ITTF ecosystem and to strengthen the dialogue between athletes, the 
International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF), and World Table Tennis (WTT). 

The Commission remained focused on ensuring that athlete perspectives are reflected in 
discussions related to competition structures, tournament scheduling, officiating, equipment 
regulations, and the overall professional environment of the sport. 

During the year, the AC engaged with athletes from different regions and levels of competition, 
gathering feedback and sharing insights with relevant ITTF stakeholders. The Commission also 
continued its efforts to strengthen athlete representation within the governance framework of table 
tennis, promoting open communication and constructive collaboration across the sport. 

2. Key Discussions and Updates 

2.1 Online Meetings and Athlete Consultations 

During 2025, the Athletes’ Commission held a number of online meetings and consultations with 
athletes and stakeholders to discuss matters affecting the global player community. 

Key topics raised by athletes included: 

• Competition Calendar Planning: The importance of early announcement of the 
international calendar to allow athletes to plan their training and travel schedules more 
effectively. 

• World Ranking System: Continued dialogue on ranking point distribution and how it 
influences participation decisions. 

• Player Welfare: Athletes highlighted the increasing demands of the international 
competition schedule and the need to balance performance, recovery, and travel 
requirements. 

The feedback gathered during these discussions was communicated to ITTF and WTT leadership 
as part of ongoing efforts to improve the athlete experience. 

2.2 Feedback on Major Events 

Athletes expressed generally positive feedback regarding several major competitions held during 
the year. Many players highlighted improvements in event organisation, competition venues, and 
athlete services. 

The continued development of events under WTT has contributed to raising the professional 
standard of international competitions and enhancing the global visibility of the sport. These 
improvements have been positively acknowledged by athletes across different regions. 
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2.3 Collaboration with ITTF Committees 

During 2025, the Athletes’ Commission also engaged in discussions with other ITTF bodies, 
including the ITTF Equipment Committee and the ITTF Umpires and Referees Committee (URC). 

Exchanges with the Equipment Committee focused on equipment regulations and their impact on 
athletes, particularly with regard to consistency, fairness, and the practical implications of rule 
implementation during competitions. 

Dialogue with the Umpires and Referees Committee addressed topics related to officiating 
standards, rule interpretations, and communication between athletes and officials. These 
discussions were constructive and aimed at strengthening mutual understanding while ensuring 
the integrity and fairness of competition. 

The Athletes’ Commission values this collaboration and believes that continued engagement 
between committees contributes positively to the development of the sport. 

3. Positive Developments for Athletes 

3.1 Continued Improvements in Event Organisation 

WTT events continued to deliver high standards in competition organisation, athlete services, and 
broadcast presentation. These developments contribute significantly to the professionalisation of 
table tennis and create a more supportive environment for athletes. 

3.2 Constructive Dialogue with Stakeholders 

The Athletes’ Commission maintained regular communication with ITTF and WTT representatives 
throughout the year. This dialogue has helped ensure that athlete perspectives are considered 
when reviewing regulations, competition formats, and operational matters affecting players. 

3.3 Increased Athlete Engagement 

Athletes from different regions have continued to actively share feedback and perspectives with 
the Commission. This engagement helps ensure that the Commission reflects a broad and 
diverse representation of the global athlete community. 

4. Requests and Concerns from Athletes 

4.1 Cost of Participation 

Athletes continue to highlight the financial challenges associated with competing on the 
international circuit. Travel, accommodation, and hospitality requirements remain significant 
expenses, particularly for athletes without strong federation or sponsor support. 

The Commission continues to advocate for measures that help reduce these financial burdens 
and support sustainable athlete participation. 
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4.2 Competition Calendar and Scheduling 

Athletes have emphasised the importance of announcing the international competition calendar 
well in advance to allow proper planning of training cycles and participation schedules. 

Avoiding overlaps between major events and ensuring sufficient recovery time between 
tournaments remain key considerations for athlete welfare. 

4.3 Communication within the Athlete Community 

The Athletes’ Commission continues to explore ways to improve communication among athletes 
worldwide and to ensure that players are well informed about regulatory updates and 
developments within the sport. 

Strengthening communication channels will help foster greater collaboration and engagement 
within the global table tennis community. 

The Athletes’ Commission remains committed to working collaboratively with ITTF, WTT, and all 
stakeholders to ensure that athletes remain at the centre of the sport’s continued development. 

Sharath Kamal ACHANTA and LIU Shiwen 
Co-Chairs of the Athletes’ Commission 
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ITTF TECHNICAL COMMISSIONER (Graeme IRELAND) 
Report to the ITTF Council       Document G-02 
 
 
The mandate of the Technical Commissioner includes: 
 

• Consult with the Competition Department and advise the ITTF Council on the organisation 
of the Olympic Games, and World Title competitions, and make recommendations on the 
system of play; 

• Assist the Competition Department and referee team with the World Championships 
draws; 

• Advise on the playing schedule for the Olympic Games and World Title competitions, as 
necessary; 

• Serve as a member of the World Ranking Working Group; 
• Serve as a member of the other Working Groups as required; 
• Provide advice on eligibility matters; 
• Function as the Chair of the Jury at the World Championships; 
• Provide technical assistance for Multi-Sport Games and Continental Championships; 
• Work closely with the Competition Department to achieve the above objectives; and 
• Provide technical expertise and guidance to the Rules, Umpires and Referees Committees, 

Para Table Tennis, and professional staff. 
 
These responsibilities are managed in close cooperation with the Competition Department.  
 
In 2025 my key role was to assist the ITTF and the Competition Department with the playing 
format, schedules, and general inquiries relating to technical rules for major events. These 
included the qualification, playing system and schedule for the 2026 World Championships, 2028 
Olympic Games Qualification, 2028 Paralympic Games Qualification, World Cup, Mixed Team 
World Cup, World Para Championships and World Youth Championships. 
 
I am a member of the World Ranking Group looking at various items and have also provided 
technical expertise and assistance as required to other Working Groups and Committees, mainly 
to the URC, and the ITTF staff, whenever requested.  
 
I am also available to consult with the continental representatives on technical issues related to 
continental events to align them more closely with the ITTF and WTT events. 
 
Graeme IRELAND 
ITTF Technical Commissioner 
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ITTF GENDER AND DIVERSITY COMMISSIONER (Hajera KAJEE) 
Report to the ITTF Council       Document G-03 
 
Note: This report is based in part on the work of Ms Hajera Kajee in her capacity as ITTF Gender 
and Diversity Commissioner up to 27 May 2025, the end of her term of service. It is complemented 
by the ITTF to reflect relevant activities and developments in the area of gender and diversity 
from 28 May 2025 to 31 December 2025. 
 
The year 2025 started off with a lot of excitement and enthusiasm to implement the Goals of the 
GEDI Action plan. Firstly, I want to thank the President, Ms Petra Sörling and the ITTF Executive 
Board for my term of service as the ITTF Gender Commissioner, which ended on the 27th May 
2025. The ITTF has elected the Gender Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Committee to oversee 
and implement the GEDI Strategic Goals. 
 
Strategic Goal 1. To promote Women’s Leadership and Gender equality in Governance 
models 
Continued collaboration with ITTF Human Resources to embed GEDI education into staff 
induction and ongoing training, building on work initiated in 2024. Participants were sponsored 
for the ASOIF Women Lead Sports programme, sustaining the ITTF's investment in female 
leadership pathways across the membership. Continued engagement with the IOC on GEDI 
implementation, with a renewed focus on the persistent underrepresentation of women among 
elected and appointed officials.  
 
Strategic Goal 2: Undertake efforts to prevent and respond to violence against women and 
girls in and through sports 
The Sustainability Pledge prerequisite in the ITTF Event Manual continued to be applied to all 
bidding processes, including for the ITTF World Table Tennis Championships Finals 2026 in 
London, ensuring that host organisations commit to safeguarding, equality, and social inclusion. 
The ITTF Integrity Unit maintained its monitoring and categorisation of reported cases and 
continued its collaboration with the IOC Safe Sport Unit to advance a comprehensive safe sport 
approach across the ITTF Group, including the ongoing development of regulatory, policy, and 
cultural change backed by education. 
 
Strategic Goal 3: Undertake efforts to close the gap in investment in women’s sport and 
promote equal economic opportunities for women and girls 
The "My Gender. My Strength." Development Project continued in 2025, building on the record 
interest seen in 2024, when 50 applications were received and 20 female coaches from all five 
continents were supported. The 35% minimum female representation requirement across all 
Participation Programme activities was maintained, following 2024's achievement of 42% female 
participation across 10,673 programme participants. The proportion of women qualifying as ITTF 
coaches rose to 41% in 2024 (up from 30% in 2022), and as match officials to 34% (up from 
31%), with continued progress targeted. For the 21st consecutive season, the ITTF ensured equal 
prize money and participation across all its events. Preparations continued for the historic 
inclusion of the Mixed Team event at the Los Angeles 2028 Olympic Games, a tangible expression 
of table tennis's leadership on gender parity in competition formats. 

Strategic Goal 4: Undertake efforts to promote women’s equal participation and bias-free 
representation in sports media, including communications to eliminate harmful gender 
stereotypes and to promote positive role models 
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On 8 March, a social media campaign was launched for International Women's Day 2025, 
highlighting the achievements of female and Para athletes across all continents. The ITTF 
continued to increase the visibility of female and Para role models on ITTF.com and across social 
media channels, ensuring the use of inclusive language in all communications. The ITTF 
Foundation's Diversity and Inclusion Handbooks (Phases 1 and 2) continued to be promoted and 
distributed across Member Associations. The dedicated GEDI section on the ITTF website was 
further developed to provide accessible and up-to-date information on all GEDI initiatives. 

Strategic Goal 5: Undertake efforts to support equal opportunities for girls in sports, 
physical activity, and physical education 
The ITTF Foundation continued to deliver Safe Spaces for Girls workshops in collaboration with 
ITTF Development, equipping coaches from across the membership with practical knowledge to 
create safe and empowering environments for girls. Projects funded through the Dream Building 
Fund's 2023 call, which attracted a record 177 applications from 64 countries and territories with 
a focus on diversity and inclusion, moved into active implementation, delivering tangible 
community impact. GEDI sessions were delivered at key ITTF gatherings during 2025, reinforcing 
the embedding of diversity and inclusion across the sport's ecosystem. 

Strategic Goal 6: Agree to monitor and publicly report on progress on an annual basis 
The GEDI Action Plan Review and Progress Report 2023-2025, published in January 2026, 
represents the most comprehensive and data-driven review of GEDI implementation to date. For 
the first time, systematic data was collected and compared across governance, staffing, and 
participation, revealing that 38% of indicators have been achieved and 49% are in progress. 
Progress reports were shared with UN Women, the International Working Group on Women and 
Sport, and the International Olympic Committee, in line with the ITTF's commitments to 
transparency and accountability. Monitoring of gender-balanced representation continued across 
all social media content and published articles. 

Cross-Cutting Achievements 
The UN Women partnership continued to deepen in 2025, with financial support confirmed for 
GEDI initiatives in alignment with the UN Women Sports for Generation Equality Framework, 
which the ITTF endorsed in March 2024. The ITTF's recognition in the 2024 ASOIF Governance 
Task Force Review, placing us in Group A2 among 32 International Federations, further affirmed 
our standing as a gender-sensitive and inclusive organisation. The publication of the GEDI Action 
Plan Review and Progress Report 2023-2025 stands as a landmark deliverable: the first time the 
ITTF has systematically measured and publicly reported its performance against all six strategic 
goals. 

Conclusion 
I would like to express my appreciation to the ITTF staff for their support during my tenure as the 
ITTF GEDI Commissioner. 

Hajera KAJEE 
ITTF Gender and Diversity Commissioner 
 
As we close the first cycle of the GEDI Action Plan and gather here in London for the World Table 
Tennis Championships and the ITTF Centenary, the foundations we have built together over the 
past three years give us cause for both pride and resolve. Much has been achieved; much 
remains to be done, particularly in increasing the representation of women in elected and 
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appointed leadership roles. Inclusion is a continuous journey, and the ITTF remains grateful for 
the collective commitment that drives it forward. 

International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) 
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ITTF YOUTH COMMISSIONER (Heike AHLERT) 
Report to the ITTF Council                          Document G-04
       
Dear ITTF Council Members,  
I look forward to meeting you all in London at the ITTF Council meeting. Here is my report:  

WTT Youth Series  
In 2025, the WTT Youth Series featured a record number of 63 events, demonstrating its broad 
acceptance. This enabled WTT to have 6 YOUTH Star Contenders, 54 Contenders on all 
continents, and, as the highlight, 3 Youth Smashes in the Youth Series Calendar: 
  

 Africa Asia Europe Oceania Americas 

Youth Contender 
3  

(in 2 Associations) 
14 

(in 13 Associations) 
22 

(in 21 Associations) 
1 

(Australia) 
14 

(in 8 
Associations) 

Youth Star 
Contender 

1 2 3   

Youth Smash  2 
(Singapore, China) 

1 
(Sweden) 

  

 
• Corresponding to the increased number of events, the member Associations sent in a total 

4797 players to the events in 2025 (over 600 more than in 2024).  
• 11 events gathered more than 250 players, and the average number of Member Associations 

taking part in the events was higher than 21.Players from 50 Member Associations from all 5 
continents won at least one singles title.  

• 2025 around 880 players were U11, born after 1. January 2014.  
• More than 5000 players are listed in the ITTF Table Tennis Youth Ranking (highest number 

ever). 
 

The application process for the 2026 WTT Youth Series in Summer 2025 showed great interest 
again. The Youth Series Calendar for 2026 was published in the Summer of 2025 and includes 
more than 70 events 
 
Thank you very much to Tiago Viegas, WTT Head of Feeder and Youth Series, and his staff for 
the incredible work to put the puzzle of dates for the events together, and for the very good work 
towards the host associations to get the events done. 
 
ITTF World Youth Championships (WYC)  
The 2025 WYC took place in the city of Cluj-Napoca in Romania from 23rd to 30th November 
2025. Many thanks to the Romanian Table Tennis Federation, which did an incredible job with 
their organization, setting the perfect stage for the young players. The Arena in Cluj-Napoca 
proved an outstanding host venue, with passionate crowds supporting competitors throughout the 
week. 

The WYC showcased the exceptional depth of talent in global table tennis, with athletes from 
across the world demonstrating the skill, determination, and sportsmanship that define the sport. 
This time, 39 Member Associations, which is a record, were represented by their promising 
athletes.  

Players from 15 Member Associations won medals in the Championships, 6 of them brought gold 
medals home (CHN, JPN, GER, THA, TPE WAL). The most successful Associations were China 
with 6 titles, followed by Japan with 3 and Chinese Taipei, China and Germany with 2 titles.  
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Finally, I thank everyone involved and engaged in the WTT Youth Event Series program and WYC 
– a special thank you goes to Tiago Viegas as the WTT Head of Feeder and Youth Series for his 
great work. Thank you to all involved in the work for youth table tennis for your cooperation and 
good work.  

Heike AHLERT 
ITTF Youth Commissioner 
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Proposition IC-01        (Simple majority required) 

Proposed by the ITTF Umpires and Referee Committee 

To remove 3.4.1.2.1 and 3.4.1.2.2 

3.4.1.2.1  When a point has been scored, he or she may raise his or her arm nearer to the player or 

pair who won the point so that the upper arm is horizontal and the forearm is vertical with 

the closed hand upward.  

3.4.1.2.2  When for any reason the rally is a let, he or she may raise his or her hand above his or her 

head to show that the rally has ended. 

Rationale: 

3.4.1.2 defines that hand signals may be used:  

"3.4.1.2 In addition to calling the score the umpire may use hand signals to indicate his or her decision" 

Detailed instructions about the procedure and the use of hand signals are included in the Handbook for 
Match Officials. Changes especially taking into account the use of electronic systems/touchpad can easily 
be implemented in the Handbook for Match officials. There is no need to add detailed instructions in the 
Statutes. 
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Proposition IC-02        (Simple majority required) 

Proposed by the Member Association of China (CHN) 

To add: 

3.2.7.2  During the events where Table Tennis Review (TTR) system is used, the system’s cameras 

must be positioned in the most suitable positions to provide the best possible video angles 

for officiating decisions during matches. This priority should supersede any considerations 

related to broadcasting or media needs. 

Rationale: 

Ensuring that TTR cameras are installed in the most optimal locations provides the most accurate possible 
replay videos for officiating decisions. 
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Proposition IC-03        (Simple majority required) 

Proposed by the Member Association of Switzerland (SUI) 

To add: 

3.1.2.8.1  The International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) shall ensure long-term planning stability 

for its Member Associations by publishing the dates of major international and national 

competitions with sufficient advance notice. 

3.1.2.8.2  The following events shall be considered major competitions for the purpose of this Article: 

a) ITTF World Championships (individual and team); 

b) Continental Championships organised under the authority of the ITTF or its 

Continental Federations; 

c) National Championships of Member Associations, where such dates are subject 

to coordination or constraints imposed by the ITTF international calendar. 

3.1.2.8.3  The ITTF shall publish the official dates of the competitions listed above no later than three 

(3) calendar years prior to the year in which the event takes place. 

3.1.2.8.4  Once published, these dates shall be regarded as binding elements of the international 

calendar. Changes may only be made in exceptional circumstances, such as force majeure 

or governance decisions, and must be duly justified and communicated to Member 

Associations without delay. 

3.1.2.8.5  The ITTF Executive Board shall be responsible for the implementation and supervision of 

this Article and shall ensure that the international calendar supports the organisational, 

logistical, and infrastructural constraints of Member Associations. 

 

Rationale: 

Sports halls/venues are shared with other sports, which often operate with planning horizons of three to 
five years. In order to respect athletes with international commitments and to allow national associations 
to establish their own competition calendars, these dates—defined at the top of the pyramid—must be 
known sufficiently in advance. This enables all bodies below the ITTF level to publish their calendars with 
adequate lead time. 

These measures, which would be cost-neutral for the ITTF, would allow continental, national, and regional 
associations to plan more effectively, saving several thousands of dollars. 
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Proposition IC-04        (Simple majority required) 

Proposed by the ITTF Equipment Committee 

To modify the MANUAL M1 - TABLES: 

2.6 Advertisements/Markings on table 

[…] 

- Each side of the table shall carry once the ITTF logo indicating that the table is ITTF-approved. The logo 

shall be visible in an area of at least 25 9 sqcm and not more than 50 sqcm that may be located on the 

frame of the tabletop or on the undercarriage. 

[…] 

 

Rationale: 

The frame sizes of the tables getting smaller to fit wheelchair regulation. Within this regulation, 
manufacturer realized they can produce quality tables with less frame material for every ITTF approved 
table. The new size guarantees a general procedure for ITTF Logo sizes. 
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Proposition IC-05        (Simple majority required) 

Proposed by the ITTF Equipment Committee 

To modify the MANUAL M2 – NET ASSEMBLIES: 

2.10.  TENSION & HEIGHT ADJUSTMENT 

a) […]  

 

CHECK OF TENSION AND HEIGHT AT THE TABLE 

The tension of the net cord may be checked in the middle of the table either by fingers, or much better 

by a 100g net tension gauge heavy tension gauge. The 142 mm to 143 mm high part of the gauge 

should hang on the net; the tension is good, if the bottom of the gauge comes next to the tabletop 

surface, but without or just touching it. Otherwise, the devices to adjust the net tension must be 

operated. 

The height of the net shall be checked about 30 cm from the upright posts, but not in the middle of 

the table: the legal height must be adjusted accurately. The height should be adjusted with the 

standard net gauge normal light net gauge that does not depress the net: the bottom of the freely and 

vertically hanging gauge should just touch the tabletop. Otherwise, the devices to adjust the net height 

have to be operated until the 152.5 mm are reached 

[…]  

Rationale: 

General change for the naming of the net gauges, that is why it should be changed in the M2 – Net 
Assembly as well. 
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Proposition IC-06        (Simple majority required) 

Proposed by the ITTF Equipment Committee 

To modify MANUAL M5 – NET GAUGE 

1.1. INTRODUCTION 

At present, net gauges are not applicable equipment for approval by ITTF. Nevertheless, net gauges 

have a very important role to keep the matches fair such that:  

(i) the result of a rally should not be influenced by the net condition or  

(ii) a net gauge can indicate illegality of players’ racket. 

 Net gauges can also be used for the detection of glossy surfaces of rubbers.  

Therefore, the ITTF intend to regulate the specifications or requirements of the net gauge as “Technical 

Guidelines”. Umpires should use only a net gauge conforming to the requirements described in this 

“Technical Guidelines” document Manual. The responsible person should check the capability of 

umpires’ net gauges, not only for using as a net gauge, but also when it will be used as a tool for Racket 

Control, before starting the tournament.    

How to check or adjust the tension and the height of the net by using net gauge, is Those are concretely 

described in Technical Leaflet T2 Manual M2 - The Net Assembly. It is strongly recommended to first 

adjust for tension and then for height. 

How to check the thickness of rubbers with net gauge, It is described in detail in Technical Leaflet T9 

Manual M9 - Racket Control. 

1.2. ITTF LOGO AND TRADEMARK 

The ITTF approved net gauges are identified by their brand names and by the ITTF logo, or other ITTF 

indications. They must wear the ITTF logo wherever they are sold or used! All names must be in Roman 

or Latin letters, and additionally they may be in another language. The name may contain numbers.  

The ITTF will make its best effort to ensure that the trademark or brand name does not infringe on the 

already existing net gauge brands. The ITTF is not responsible for any illegal use of registered 

trademarks. Verifying the correct and legal use of trademarks is not part of the ITTF approval procedure.  

1.3. CONTACT 

ITTF Equipment Office 

Kaesenstrasse 17 

50677 Cologne - GERMANY  

Tel: +49 221 42343366 

E-mail: equipment@ittf.com 

mailto:equipment@ittf.com
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2. STANDARDS TO ACHIEVE 

Two types of net gauges are wholly used by umpires: 

1. Light net gauges Standard net gauge: They are to be used for the adjustment of the height of the 

net, at about 30 cm from the net posts. Specifications and dimensions are given in figure 1. 

2. Heavy net gauges Net tension gauge: They are to be used exclusively for the adjustment of the 

net tension, in the middle of the net. This cannot be used for adjusting the net height. Specifications 

and dimensions are given in figure 2. 

 

- correct, safe or quick determinations of the tension of the net: 3 

- reliable checks of the thickness of racket coverings: 1,2,5,6 

- correct checks of the flatness of racket sides: 2,4 

Additionally, to the above functions of the net gauge, a light net gauge standard net gauge may often 

be used to check the extensions, flatness and thickness of the rubbers on a player’s racket as well 

as the height of the cushions of the wheelchairs. 

2.1. PRODUCT AND BRAND 

The name of a product is always composed by the brand name and the net gauge type name. Both 

together define the product in a unique way so that confusions will be avoided and consumers are 

correctly informed.  

If the responsible person ITTF confirms that a net gauge satisfies all the requirements within this manual 

shown in table 1, he/she gives the approval will be given to the supplier brand to use the ITTF logo and 

the manufacturing date on the net gauges.  

The approval is only valid for the specific manufacturing series and any changes for future manufacturing 

series should first be approved by the ITTF. 

2.2. MANUFACTURING 

ITTF recommends manufacturers and brand to strictly apply the technical and other legal regulations of 

the user's home countries. The ITTF cannot be held responsible in case of non-observance of any 

additional or different national request; the ITTF approval sets up ITTF standards guaranteeing a safe 

and reliable table tennis at top-level events. 

New materials, new manufacturing processes or a change of the producer, what could result in different 

properties, need to be announced to ITTF and require new testing.  

2.3. SPECIFICATIONS 

All net gauges may have a height of about 180 mm. Their width shall be less than 48 mm (net tension 

gauge (heavy gauges)) and less than 42 mm (standard net gauge (light gauges)) but slimmer is better. 

Their thickness shall be 2.0 mm so that they can be used for determining the extension of the racket 

covering up to or beyond the edges of the blade as recommended in HMO 7.1.1. As net gauges can also 

be used for the detection of glossy surfaces at an angle of about 45°, their background may be dark and 

letters or logos may be white. 

Figures 1 & 2 draw basic shapes for net gauges used at ITTF tournaments. Other features may be 

added but may not change a basic requirement as described in table 1 and 2 and in the text.    
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The design of a net gauge shall allow it to hang vertically on a cord. If it does not, the centre of gravity of 

its plane is located outside its medium vertical axis, which may lead to incorrect measurements because 

the lower part of the gauge will touch the net. For the same reason, the central split may not be narrower 

than 7 mm. 

On one side the net gauge shall have an incision of 4.0 mm with a tolerance of +/- 0.05mm, and on the 

other side it may have an incision of 2.0 mm with a tolerance of +/- 0.05mm. The angles of the projecting 

part at the top of the incisions must be 90° exactly and rounding on the outside or inside corners is 

strictly prohibited. The height of the lateral incisions shall not be less than 152.5 mm, so that both long 

edges can be used for flatness checks. 

  

Figure 1: Standard Net Gauge (Light Gauge) 
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The market presently provides net tension gauges (heavy gauges) with a central split, open up to 15 

mm, for the height.  

As long as the net tension gauges (heavy gauge) can hang vertically and safely on the net for the height 

of 142.5 mm, its central split is acceptable for the tension adjustment (but should not be used for the 

height adjustment). Lateral incisions are not made for tension adjustment; height adjustments are 

possible but they are fussy and questionable. Therefore, lateral incisions may not be used for adjusting 

the tension or the height of the nets.  Lateral edges must be straight because gauges are used for the 

check of thickness and flatness of the rackets.  

Figure 2: Net Tension Gauge (Heavy Gauge) 
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2.3.1. DIMENSIONS - STANDARD NET GAUGE 

 

2.3.2. DIMENSIONS - NET TENSION GAUGE 

 Code Description Dimension 
[mm] Fig. 

S
ta

n
d
a
rd

 S
p
e
c
if
ic

a
ti
o
n
s
 

- background colour/lettering colour dark/white 1/2 

h1 height ~180 1/2 

b1 width ≤ 42 1 

t thickness 2.0 ± 0.1 - 

- weight (in g) < 15 - 

- Vertical hanging on the net cord balanced - 

h2 height of central split 152.5 1 

b3 width of central split 7 - 12 1/2 

- roundness of central split top straight - 

L
a
te

ra
l 
in

c
is

io
n
s
 (

fo
r 

ra
c
k
e
t 
c
o
v
e
ri
n
g
 t
h
ic

k
n
e
s
s
e
s
)  

b4 depth of lateral incision (for racket covering with 

sponge) 
4.0 ± 0.05 1 

h4 height of lateral incision (for racket covering with 

sponge) 
152.5 1 

- Sides of lateral incision top (at height h4) straight - 

- Inner Corner on top of the lateral incision (at height h4) 90° sharply - 

- Outer Corner on top of the lateral incision (at height h4) 90° sharply - 

b5 depth of lateral incision (for racket covering without 

sponge) 
2.0 ± 0.05 1 

h5 height of lateral incision (for racket covering without 

sponge) 
152.5 1 

h6 height of lateral incision (for racket covering without 

sponge) 
172.5 1 

- Sides of lateral incision top (at height h5 or h6) straight - 

- Inner Corner on top of the lateral incision (at height h5 
or h6) 

90° sharply - 

- Outer Corner on top of the lateral incision (at height h5 
or h6) 

90° sharply - 

 

Table 1: Dimension of the standard net gauge [mm] 
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 Code Description Dimension 
[mm] Fig. 

S
ta
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d
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rd

 S
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s
 

- background colour/lettering colour dark/white 1/2 

h1 height ~180 1/2 

b2 width ≤ 48 2 

t thickness 2.0 ± 0.1 - 

- weight (in g) 
100 ± 0,5 ± 

1 
2 

- Vertical hanging on the net cord balanced - 

h3 height of central split 142.5 2 

b3 width of central split 7 - 12 1/2 

- roundness of central split top round - 

L
a
te

ra
l 
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c
is

io
n
s
 (
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r 

ra
c
k
e
t 
c
o
v
e
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n
g
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e
s
s
e
s
) 

o
n
ly

 

o
p
ti
o
n
a
l  

b4 depth of lateral incision (for racket covering with 

sponge) 
4.0 ± 0.05 1 

h4 height of lateral incision (for racket covering with 

sponge) 
152.5 1 

- Sides of lateral incision top (at height h4) straight - 

- Inner Corner on top of the lateral incision (at height h4) 90° sharply - 

- Outer Corner on top of the lateral incision (at height h4) 90° sharply - 

b5 depth of lateral incision (for racket covering without 

sponge) 
2.0 ± 0.05 1 

h5 height of lateral incision (for racket covering without 

sponge) 
152.5 1 

h6 height of lateral incision (for racket covering without 

sponge) 
172.5 1 

- Sides of lateral incision top (at height h5 or h6) straight - 

- Inner Corner on top of the lateral incision (at height h5 
or h6) 

90° sharply - 

- Outer Corner on top of the lateral incision (at height h5 
or h6) 

90° sharply - 

 

Table 2: Dimension of the net tension gauge [mm] 
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2.4. ADVERTISEMENTS/MARKINGS 

There are no rules for advertisements/markings on the net gauges, other than 

- The ITTF logo shall only be used for net gauges that have been approved 

by the ITTF.  

- The brand name or brand logo must be visible. 

- The model name is indicated (Standard net gauge or Net tension gauge) 

- All relevant dimensions shall be properly indicated on the gauge: 

o Lateral incisions (4.0 mm or 2.0 mm) 

o Indication for official net height with 40 mm ball (152.5 mm) 

o Indication for net height with 44 mm ball (172.5 mm) (optional) 

o Along one of its edges the net gauge shall have a ruler of 15cm 150 mm scaled in mm 

so that it may serve for measurements as the height of the cushions of wheelchairs (see 

figure 1). (optional) 

o 100 g weight marking or symbol (only for net tension gauges). 

 

For more information, please refer to the ITTF Branding Guidelines. Both, the guidelines and the 

versions of the ITTF logo, can be requested from ITTF Equipment Department. 

3. TESTING-PROTOCOL 

3.1. TESTING PROCEDURE 

 PREPARATION FOR TESTING LABS 

The brand or manufacturer has to send the net gauges to the testing lab, mentioned under 3.3.  

 SEQUENCE OF TESTING  

1. Net gauge specifications 

a. Eyesight inspection  

b. Tactile inspection  

c. Markings/advertisements 

d. Net gauge dimensions 

2. Report (in ITTF Approval Forms) 

 

After the testing and receiving the results, the net gauges will be kept in ITTFs archive. 

 PREPARATION FOR ITTF EQUIPMENT OFFICE 

The brand or manufacturer has to send the following samples to the Equipment Office:  

- Standard net gauge (if applied for) with original packaging (if available) 

- Net tension gauge (if applied for) with original packaging (if available) 

3.1.1. EYE-SIGHT AND TACTILE INSPECTION 

Figure 3: ITTF logo 
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Gauges showing any of the following, but not limited, defects shall not be used, because they do not 

allow: 

- Edges not straight (1) and (4) 

- Inside corner rounded (2) 

- Top of the tension split straight (3) 

- Rounded outside corner at the top of a lateral incision (5) 

- Lateral incision depths different to 4.0 or 2.0 mm (6) 

 

 

3.1.2. DIMENSIONS 

A vernier caliper, a large size, 200 mm, is recommended for checking each dimension of a net gauge. 

You can buy it at any tools shop. You don’t need to select a high precision one. All dimensions will be 

measured with a digital caliper gauge (KYNUP; 300 mm; accuracy to ±0.0015 inches/0.03 mm)  

3.1.3. WEIGHT 

The weight of the net gauges will be measured with a high precision scale (KERN PNJ 600-3M). 

3.2. SELF-TESTING 

There are two testing to check the 2.0 mm or 4.0 mm literal incisions on the standard net 

gauge and net tension gauge, when using a new net gauge, for example during an event: 

 

1. Easy method for checking the net gauge by using Using metal pins. The accuracy of the diameter 

of the metal pins should be 3.95 mm ~ 4.00mm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1)  d of net gauge ≦ 4.0 mm    → any gap will be found at A (tolerance ≦ 0.1 mm) 

2)  d of net gauge ≧ 4.0 mm    → any gap will be found at B (no tolerance) 

!"
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Figure 5: Easy Method for checking the net gauge, by using metal pins 

Figure 4: Prohibited defects of net gauges 
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2. The easy method for checking the net gauge is by using Using the digital thickness device for 

racket coverings. This method is suitable to check the net tension gauge (heavy net gauge), but 

not the standard net gauge (light net gauge) because of bending under the weight of the digital 

device. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3. TESTING LAB 

 

Kaesenstrasse 17 

50667 Köln 

GERMANY 

3.4. SERVICES 

Any brand bearing an approval of one or more products is invited to seek further explanations to the 

results of testing, to matters of calculation, statistical evaluation or – as far as confidentiality is not 

affected – general benchmarks from the ITTF net gauges testing results database. Such service is 

included in the approval fee.  

6. ANNEX 

6.1. TERMS OF REFERENCE  

The Laws of Table Tennis relating to the net gauges are as follows:  

 

2.2.3   The top of the net, along its whole length, shall be 152.5mm above the playing surface. 

 

2.4.1  The racket may be of any size, shape or weight but the blade shall be flat and rigid. 

 

 2.4.3  A side of the blade used for striking the ball shall be covered with either ordinary pimpled 

rubber, with pimples outwards having a total thickness including adhesive of less than 

2.05mm, or sandwich rubber, with pimples inwards or outwards, having a total thickness 

including adhesive of less than 4.05mm, subject to any margin of tolerance specified in 

the relevant technical equipment document. 

 

2.4.4  The blade, any layer within the blade and any layer of covering material or adhesive on a 

side used for striking the ball shall be continuous and of even thickness. Material suitable 

to shape a handle for holding the racket may be added on. 

Figure 6: Easy method for checking the net gauge by using the digital thickness device 
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The Regulations in Manual M2 – Net Assembly state as follows: 

 

2.10   The tension of the net cord may be checked in the middle of the table either by using 

fingers or, preferably, by a 100g net tension gauge heavy tension gauge. The 142.5mm 

high part of the gauge should hang on the net; the tension is correct if the bottom of the 

gauge comes next to the table-top surface without touching it. Otherwise, the devices to 

adjust the net tension must be operated.  

 

The height of the net shall be checked about 30cm from the upright posts: it shall reach 

the correct height. The height should preferably be adjusted with the standard net gauge 

normal light net gauge that does not depress the net: the bottom of the freely and vertically 

hanging gauge should just touch the table-top. Otherwise, the devices to adjust the net 

height have to be operated until the 152.5mm are reached everywhere.  

 

The Regulations in the Directives for PTT Events (for Wheelchairs): 

 3.15.3  The height of one or maximum two cushions are limited to 15 cm in playing conditions with 

no other addition to the wheelchair.  

6.2. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS AS USED IN THIS DOCUMENT  

Approval  The certification for conformance to the technical standards as set by the ITTF, for 

shared playing equipment like balls, nets, net gauges, sports floors and tables.  

ITTF Lists   Lists of ITTF Approved Equipment 

Manufacturers Companies producing equipment 

Companies Official companies who have a registered brand 

Brand  Registered brand 

Product  Particular name used to describe a specific product of a brand. 

Testing  The series of tests and measurements required to verify quality, safety and 

compliance with ITTF requirements in order to get approval by the ITTF.  

Re-testing   Any repeated testing either because of a prior failed test, of a periodically scheduled 

quality inspection, or of a problem with a specific model.  

Full testing  Full testing includes all tests and measurements defined in the manuals. 

Partial testing selects the tests and measurements needed for the purpose of the testing.  

Quality   All regulations and measures targeting to provide customers and users with the 

assurance best- quality equipment, manufactured in full respect of ITTF technical 

and safety standards and marketed/labelled in a complete, non-misleading way.  

Final Approval The equipment item fulfils all ITTF requirements.  

Withdrawal Approval discontinued, when requested by the brands. 

Suspension Approval provisionally or temporarily discontinued, when decided by the ITTF.  

Deletion  Approval permanently discontinued, when decided by the ITTF.  

Infringement Any action of violation of the ITTF policies, laws and regulations.  
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Rationale: 

1. THE ITTF QUALITY PROGRAM FOR TABLES 
a) Net gauges are table tennis related equipment, that should be tested and approved by ITTF. 

Especially when in use at ITTF or any other international level events.  
b) Will be described in section STANDARDS. Double information not required.  
c) No need for this sentence, as the document will be changed to Manual that regulates the net gauge 

approval 
d) Change of Technical Leaflet to Manual. 
e) General information, similar as other Manuals 
f) General information, similar as other Manuals 
 

2. STANDARDS TO ACHIEVE 
a) Change the wording from light and heavy to the functional name “Standard” and Tension”. More 

practical for Equipment Department to handle. This change will lead through the full document.  
b) Crossed out section, is described in the 2nd section under this paragraph. Double information not 

required. 
c) General information, similar as other Manuals. 
d) More practical wordings how the approval is working. A manufacturer date is not required on the net 

gauge after consulting different manufacturer and understanding, that they will only have one mould 
for the net gauge and not producing more than one net gauge model. To have 172,5 mm indication 
and 150 mm wheelchair cushion ruler is only optional. 

e) General information, similar as other Manuals 
f) HMO 7.7 not anymore existing 
g) Basic requirements have been split into two tables; one for standard net gauge and one for net tension 

gauge 
h) Only design and position changes of the dimensions of a standard net gauge. 
i) Design and position changes of the dimensions of a net tension gauge. And change of tolerance for 

100 gramm weight, as manufacturer cannot guarantee a 0.5 g tolerance. After exchange 1 gramm 
would be more practical 

j) Re-new the marking section to fit into the approval system (e.g. that brand name is required, to identify 
if the net gauge is on the approval list) + specify the relevant dimensions that shall be displayed on 
the net gauges. 

 
3. TESTING – PROTOCOL 
a) General information, similar as other Manuals, updated for net gauges. 
b) Information about prohibited appearances of the net gauges. That the lateral incisions must be 4 mm 

or 2 mm is described before under STANDARDS as a requirement and therefore not required to 
mention that a net gauge should not have other values than 4 or 2 mm. 

c) Updated information related to the dimension testing and used device. 
d) New information related to the weight testing and used device. 
e) Update to more practical wordings. 
f) General information, similar as other Manuals. 
g) General information, similar as other Manuals. 
 

6.  ANNEX (only for terms of reference for voting) 

a) Updated the ITTF Statutes related reference, as it has been changed in the past years. 
b) General change for the naming of the net gauges, that is why it should be changed in the M2 – Net 

Assembly as well. A separated proposition for this change is submitted as well. 
c) The regulations have been canceled within the Para TT Directives. But that the net assembly should 

carry 150 mm ruler is still practical for umpires and referees. 
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Proposition IC-07        (Simple majority required) 

Proposed by the ITTF Equipment Committee 

To modify the MANUAL M9 – RACKET CONTROL: 

7. DISMANTLING RACKETS 

7.1. PROCEDURE 

a) Dismantling of rackets is not part of the umpires’ after-match duties and should be performed by 

trained racket testing staff and in the racket control room, only. The referee will be called to the 

racket control room, double check the findings of the racket tester and decide based on the these 

measurement results by the racket tester whether dismantling is required or not.  

[…] 

b) With the rubber surface of the racket, it looks like the pimples come to the surface and the rubber 

edge bends outwards. 

 

The appearance of the blade is leaving doubts about its carving to the umpire who checks the racket 

in the Call Area but cannot be proven legal/illegal unless examined separately 

 

Rationale: 

a) There was a request from Athletes Committee to clarify once again, that the referee should control 
the results of the racket tester before calling the player. “Double checking of the racket testers 
finding” means that the referee is carefully listen to the results and the interpretation of the racket 
tester and if needed, repeat or let the measurements repeat in front of her/him. This includes all 
testing methods that lead to the decision of calling the referee.  

b) Both points are indeed no inspections where a digital value can be defined. They are part of 
indications for the racket tester to inspect the racket more detailed. The two paragraphs will be 
canceled out of the M9. 
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Resolution IC-08        (Simple majority required) 

Proposed by the Member Association of Iraq (IRQ) 

Regarding the Review of the Participation System in the World Table Tennis Championships. 

First: Introduction 

Based on the commitment of the Iraq Table Tennis Federation, as a national federation and a member of 

the International Table Tennis Federation, to the development of the sport worldwide and to ensuring 

fairness of opportunity among all member associations, we hereby submit this proposal to review and 

reformulate the current participation system in the World Table Tennis Championships, in a way that 

balances high competitiveness with international inclusiveness. 

Second: Advantages of the Current System 

The Iraq Table Tennis Federation appreciates the efforts made by the ITTF in developing the World 

Championships, and acknowledges that the current system has achieved several positive outcomes, 

among the most notable of which are: 

• Raising the technical level of the final stages and increasing competitiveness among elite players 

and teams. 

• Reducing the duration of the championships and organizing the schedule more efficiently. 

• Enhancing the media and commercial value of the event. 

• Relying on the world ranking as an objective technical criterion. 

 

Third: Disadvantages of the Current System 

However, we believe that the current system has also created some challenges, particularly for developing 

associations, including: 

• Excluding a large number of member associations from effective participation in the World 

Championships. 

• Reducing international exposure opportunities for players from developing countries, which limits 

their technical progress. 

• Widening the technical gap between advanced and emerging associations. 

• Decreasing grassroots and investment motivation in some countries due to the lack of opportunities 

for global participation. 

• Transforming the World Championships from an inclusive global event into a competition with 

limited elite representation. 

 

Fourth: The Proposal 

The Iraq Table Tennis Federation proposes the following: 

• Reintroducing a comprehensive participation system that allows all member associations to take 

part in the World Championships, by: 

• Dividing teams and players into levels (Divisions) according to their technical strength. 

• Applying a promotion and relegation system between divisions in team events. 

• Maintaining a high level of competition in the final stages by: 

• Keeping the top division (Division A) reserved for the highest-ranked countries. 

• Allocating lower divisions (B – C – D) to support the development of emerging associations without 

affecting the quality of the top championship. 

• Studying the possibility of organizing the lower divisions in the same host country, or in a 

neighboring country, during the same period. 
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Fifth: Expected Benefits of the Proposal 

Reviewing the participation system will achieve the following: 

• Strengthening the principles of fairness and inclusiveness among all member associations. 

• Supporting the global development of table tennis, particularly in developing countries. 

• Expanding the player and fan base of the sport internationally. 

• Preserving the identity of the World Championships as a truly global event. 

• Creating a clear and sustainable development pathway for small and medium-sized associations. 

 

Sixth: Conclusion 

The Iraq Table Tennis Federation affirms that this proposal is presented within the framework of 

constructive cooperation with the International Table Tennis Federation, and with the aim of serving and 

developing the sport in the long term. We hope that this proposal will receive due consideration and 

discussion within the relevant committees. 

Rationale: 

This proposal is based on the need to restore balance between competitiveness and inclusiveness in the 
World Table Tennis Championships. While the current ranking-based system has strengthened elite 
competition, it has also limited participation opportunities for many developing member associations, 
reduced international exposure for their players, and widened the technical gap. The proposed divisional 
participation model seeks to ensure fair global representation while preserving the high level of competition 
in the top division. 
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Resolution IC-09        (Simple majority required) 

Proposed by the Member Association of China (CHN) 

The relevant departments, including but not limited to the Equipment Committee and the Umpires & 

Referees Committee, shall collaborate to revise and clarify the specific procedures and standardized 

operational requirements for racket control, ensuring their implementation within six months. Specifically 

but not limited to the following aspects: 

a) Standardized, rigid storage devices—such as transparent plastic boxes—must be used to contain and 

store tested rackets. 

 

b) From the moment a racket is deposited at the call area until it is handed over to the player at the match 

table, the entire process must be monitored via video surveillance, recording, or other traceable 

supervision methods. 

 

It must be specified that players or their accompanying personnel have the right to observe and supervise 

all stages of the racket control process. 

Rationale: 

Currently, neither the racket control workflow description nor the racket control manual provides adequate 
operational guidelines for handling players' most important piece of equipment. These documents also fail 
to clarify the rights of players or their accompanying personnel during the control process. 

Furthermore, there is reason to believe that paper envelopes or bags are insufficient to protect rackets 
from accidental damage, particularly in doubles and team events where one umpire may need to carry up 
to four or six rackets simultaneously. 

This resolution aims to reinforce bilateral supervision over equipment handling and inspection, uphold 
players' rights, and establish a strict accountability system to prevent malpractice and deliberate damage. 
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Resolution IC-10        (Simple majority required) 

Proposed by the Member Association of China (CHN) 

In the process of composing the Sport Specific Information and relevant technical documents for the mixed 

team event at LA28, it should be clearly stipulated that for each team match, each participating team must 

deploy three men’s and three women’s athletes. 

This differs from previous men's and women's team events, where teams were allowed to compete with 

only two male/female athletes to for one team match. 

 

Rationale: 

In LA28, singles events will feature one athlete, doubles events involve two athletes. Team events should 
be distinctly different from individual events, requiring all three athletes per gender to compete in order to 
showcase the diversity of team tactics, playing styles, and techniques of table tennis.   

The establishment of the mixed team event is rooted in the principles of teamwork and gender equality. 
Whether in the overall team lineup or in each individual match within the team competition, this philosophy 
should be emphasized, providing equal attention and opportunities for both male and female athletes on 
the Olympic stage.   

Furthermore, teams qualified for the mixed team event in LA28 will all have officially registered three male 
and three female athletes each. Additionally, team quotas will include alternate (Ap) athlete quota to 
account for special circumstances and injuries. Thus all qualified teams will be fully equipped to meet the 
aforementioned requirements.   

If a team were allowed to compete with only two male or female athletes, or if both competing teams were 
to do so, it would negatively impact the scheduling and match arrangements of the entire competition. 
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 TEST PROCEDURE 

 

 

 

 

 



 



  DEVICE SETUP 
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